COURSE INFORMATION





8TH Grade U.S history
Mr. Johnson
This yearlong course will develop a student’s skills in knowledge, inquiry, civic participation, critical thinking, research, writing, reading and communication.

Course Outcomes 

Course outcomes are directed by state guidelines, called grade level expectations. These grade level expectations correspond with state assessments, currently administered each year.  A brief sample of the grade level expectations addressed in the classroom this year include:

Reading  3.1.1 Analyze web-based and other resource materials (including primary sources and secondary sources) for relevance in answering research questions.
Writing 3.1.1. Analyzes ideas, selects a manageable topic, and elaborates using specific, relevant details and/or examples.
Civics 1.2: Understands the purposes, organization, and function of governments, laws, and political systems.

For a complete listing of grade level expectations addressed within my classroom, contact me, or visit http://www.k12.wa.us/ 
Homework

Assignments are given both as class work and separately as homework.  Essays will generally be started in class, but will need to be completed outside of class and turned in as assigned.  In addition, any task unfinished in class is to be completed as homework unless otherwise noted.  Homework is to be completed prior to entering the classroom and is due at the beginning of class.  Unfinished homework that disrupts the learning environment will merit disciplinary action.

Additionally, unfinished homework may result in the student calling parent/guardian to communicate the missing homework.  Please note that the number one reason students fail any class is simply due to missing and late class work and homework.

Attendance

Class attendance is critical to achieving course outcomes.  When absent, students are responsible for make-up work.  According to school policy “…students will be allowed one day make up time for each day missed.”  (see attendance policy in student agenda)

Absent students should:

· Check for make-up work on the first day of their return to class.  

· Turn in make-up work by the extended due date in the late/missing assignment basket.  
· Call the office in the morning and pick up assignments after school.
Rules and Discipline

Students are expected to consistently attempt to make academic progress by doing assigned work in the classroom and at home.  It is the responsibility of all students to pursue their course of studies as provided in law (WAC 180-40-210).

Classroom Rules:

1. Students are expected to be in class on time and prepared.  Students receive detention slips for their 2nd  tardy each quarter.
2. Students may not have food, pop or candy in class.  Water is encouraged, but must be in a plastic,  
     closable container.  

3. Students will show respect for others and their property and will treat each other courteously and   

    politely.

4. Students will show respect for school property and demonstrate appropriate use of technology.

5. Students may not interfere with the right of others to learn or my right to teach.

6. Students will approach all assignments and activities with a positive and creative attitude.
7. Cell phones will not be allowed in class.  Any phone confiscated will be sent to the office.
Discipline:

A detention slip may be issued for infractions of class or school rules.  Referral to the Solutions Room may occur to maintain a productive environment.  Parent contact may occur as needed.  Most classroom discipline occurs as informal student-teacher conferences to agree upon needed improvements.   

Assignments - students will:
· Use agenda-planners to record information about class and homework assignments.  

· Complete assignments legibly.  

· Word processing is encouraged.  

· Turn in class work on time.  Papers are due at the start of class, unless otherwise noted.  

· Complete agenda and missing assignments for all days missed.
· Turn in late assignments within three school days of the due date.

· Late assignments earn reduced credit.  Assignments turned in after the three-day period has passed are marked as failing.  
Grading

· All grades are based upon a points system
· Part of the class grade is based on positive participation and preparedness
· Extra credit is not available upon request, but it may be earned for exemplary work on assignments.

· Late work turned in past the three day grace period will earn the grade of an F (50% of the maximum possible points).




90-100%  
A’s
Exceeds Expectations




80-89%

B’s
Meets Expectations




70-79%

C’s
Attempts to Meet Expectations




60-69%

D’s
Some Attempt to Meet Expectations




Below 60%
F
Does Not Complete and/or Turn in Assignments on Time

Please frequently check your student’s grades/progress by going to http://www.centralia.wednet.edu/cms/cms.html
Supplies

2  single subject spiral notebooks for this class only, notebook paper, writing utensils (blue, black pens and/or pencils).
Please return this Classroom Expectation Verification   
To Mr. Johnson
 by Friday, September 11, 2009
Please print names and sign below:


 _____________________________
                _________________________________

X--------------------------------------------

X-------------------------------------------------  


Signature of student 



Signature of parent/guardian


E-mail address_________________________________     Daytime contact number___________________________

Comments/Concerns:
